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St Keyna Primary School & Little Gems Nursery 

Newsletter 1 – 20th November 2020 

I thought it would be good to share some recent highlights across the school. When we celebrated Harvest, 

we had a shared assembly over Zoom and used the book ‘The World Came to My Place Today’ as our 

starting point and looked at food miles and focused on particular countries.  

 

As shown above, Little Gems cut up vegetables and blended them into a soup and they enjoyed tasting it. 

All of the classes contributed virtually to a really enjoyable and informative assembly. 

Another interesting whole-school focus was Black History Month. We found out about black scientists and 

mathematicians and across the school we found out about Mae Carol Jemison, Mary Jackson, Wangari 

Maathai, Maggie Aderin-Pocock, George Washington-Carver and Alice Ball. It would be interesting to chat 

with your child or children about the inspiring person/people they learnt about at home and find out about 

some of the other pioneers we studied.  

 

 

The photos show Y1 doing some Art work and Little Gems children building a rocket 

 

 

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers, 

I am writing to update you about the curriculum, fundraising, dates and Christmas. 

I wanted to start by thanking our amazing staff team; which includes our cleaning and premises staff, our 

admin staff, our lunchtime staff, teaching assistants and teachers. You may or may not know but this term 

we have been really stretched and we have had between 12 and 23 members of our team absent each day. 

I am hopeful that we will be down to single digits next week! The staff have been cheerful, creative, flexible 

and simply amazing and have allowed us to function seamlessly. 

I am also thrilled that we will be able to welcome back Little Gems and Quartz class from Monday and Mrs 

May and Mrs Hicks have been really pleased with the work their children have been doing at home – thank 

you to parents and carers. It is really positive that we are now ending the self-isolation period and there 

have been no further positive cases of Covid-19.  

Best wishes, 

Steve Gumm 

 



CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Christmas lunch this year is on Wednesday 16th December.  If you would like your child 
to have a Christmas lunch please book online or return the reply slip to the school 
office.  Please let us know as soon as possible but by Wednesday 9th December at the 
latest.       

 

  

Saltford Santa Dash 

The Saltford Santa Dash is back this year, but as with everything in 2020, it’s going to look a little different – it’s 
going virtual! Whilst we’re sadly unable to run all together this year, we are determined not to let that deter 
us.  

The virtual format will give participants the opportunity to do the “dash” their way, anytime between 5th and 
19th December. Registration includes a Santa hat to wear and a medal on completion. If you feel like getting 
even more festive, there will be prizes on offer for best-dressed participants – adults and children. Just send 
your photos to us at saltfordsantadash@gmail.com or share on Facebook or Instagram using 
#saltfordsantadash.  

There are suggested routes on the website, but you can really make it your own. For children especially, our 
"mini" Santa Dash is usually a one mile run around Saltford playing fields, so they may prefer to head to their 
local park or sports ground for their mile.   

Finally, there will also be a Santa scarecrow trail running alongside this year's event! So, let’s have some festive 
fun, don our Santa hats and get moving for charity (and a shiny medal!).  

For registration and full details, visit https://saltfordsantadash.co.uk/  

 

Diary Dates 
Friday 11 Dec  Whole-school Elf Dash Run (in aid of Julian 

House charity) 
W/C  Monday 14th December will be our Christmas focus 
week featuring Christmas crafts, class parties, the 
premiere of the filmed KS1 Christmas production, a top 
secret surprise and a screening of the pantomime Robin 
Hood and his Socially Distanced Men 
Wed 16 Dec Christmas Dinner Day and Christmas 

Jumper Day (in aid of the RUH Forever 
Friends’ Appeal) 

Fri 18 Dec End of Term 2 
Mon 4 Jan INSET DAY  
Tue 5 Jan  Start of Term 3 
Fri 12 Feb  End of Term 3 
Mon 22 Feb  Start of Term 4 
Fri 1 April End of Term 4 
   Please note that all charity donations are 

optional as we understand that lots of 
people are suffering financial hardship 

 

Please note:  all School Meals, Clubs 

and extra Nursery Sessions must be 

paid for in advance.   

 

Charity Donations 
We would like to say a big 
THANK YOU to all who have 
contributed to our latest 
charity events – Harvest for 
the Keynsham Foodbank and 
Crazy Hair day for Children in 
Need. 
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