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Our Curriculum 
Literacy 

Literacy underpins our whole school curriculum. The skills of speaking and listening, reading and 

writing are emphasised and developed in all other subject areas.  

In reading we aim to develop not only fluency and 

comprehension but also to foster a life-long love of books and 

stories. We use a great variety of materials, including access 

to texts on computer, to support the development of our 

children as readers. We use books from Oxford Reading Tree 

as the basis for our reading scheme and Read Write Inc. to 

support our phonics teaching. 

From the earliest stages, our children are encouraged to think of themselves as writers who can 

draft, edit and refine their writing with increasing competence. As they progress through school, 

children are given the skills to write for different purposes such as stories, poems, letters and 

reports. They learn about spelling patterns as well as learning to spell and are taught to punctuate 

their writing correctly.  

Maths 

Our curriculum places emphasis on mathematics as a powerful, concise means of communication, 

and a valuable tool for problem solving. Our children learn to apply these skills both across the 

curriculum and beyond the classroom.  Number work, data handling, estimation, shape and space, 

measurement and mental mathematics are just some of the areas investigated within our learning.  

We encourage all pupils to develop an enthusiastic attitude to Mathematics in their daily learning. 

Our aims in teaching Mathematics are that the children will enjoy the subject and study with 

confidence, achieve the highest standards in numeracy and a range of other mathematical skills, 

and be able to apply these skills successfully and with understanding when problem solving in real-

life. 

Science  

We believe that Science, as a method of enquiry and means of understanding our world, is a vital 

part of a child’s education. Our focus is on scientific enquiry and enabling children to investigate and 

satisfy their curiosity through practical activities. 
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Initially children are given first-hand opportunities to explore, quantify and interpret the world around 

them using their senses.  Later on they learn to predict, question and formulate hypotheses to 

investigate.  They will observe, measure and record during their explorations and will learn how to 

interpret their results, draw conclusions and evaluate scientific evidence. 

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 

At St Keyna Primary School we understand that we live in an increasingly technological world.  We 

believe that ICT skills should be taught and used across the whole curriculum to enhance and 

extend everyone’s learning. We feel it is essential to ensure 

our learners have access to the latest technologies, so they 

are equipped for the demands of the modern world. In addition 

we provide guidance to both parents and children on issues 

related to e-safety and staying safe in the digital world, 

ensuring all members of our community are equipped with the 

skills to act responsibly. 

Religious Education 

Children study the values of Christianity and explore other religions and 

beliefs present in our multi-cultural society.  We encourage the children 

to be tolerant, understanding and sympathetic towards the beliefs of 

others. 

Our daily assemblies are of a `broadly or mainly Christian' nature, as 

expected by the Education Reform Act and also often have an element 

of moral education.  We invite local clergy of various denominations 

and other visitors, to lead assemblies at key times during the year.   

Children may be withdrawn from Religious Education if a parent wishes.  In such circumstances, 

alternative learning activities will be arranged. 

Geography 

Through a topic based approach we encourage children to explore and investigate the world around 

them. Children progress from looking at their immediate environment, to themes such as overseas 

countries, communications and economic development. 
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History 

Through a topic-based approach we aim to stimulate an 

awareness of the past, help children develop a sense of 

chronology and appreciate history from a variety of perspectives. 

The children are taught a knowledge and understanding of 

events, people and changes in the past, both in Britain and the 

wider world. We encourage children to form judgements from 

their use of primary sources in and around the local area and 

through visits to museums and to sites of historic interest. 

Design Technology 

Children are encouraged to design and make products using a variety of materials, tools and 

techniques. As they progress our children learn how to make and use simple mechanisms and 

structures. The children are encouraged to evaluate their work and produced high quality products; 

making judgements about such things as the suitability of the design for the intended purpose and 

the appropriateness of the materials used. 

Physical Education 

Children take part in Physical Education on a weekly basis.  We are fortunate to have the use of a 

spacious, well-equipped hall, outside play areas which include a range of trim-trail equipment and a 

playing field. 

Our PE lessons cover games, gymnastics, movement, dance, 

drama and swimming throughout the year.   Visiting coaches 

offer tuition in a variety of sports. 

Towards the end of Key Stage 2 the children have opportunities 

to experience some more adventurous activities, with the option 

to spend time away from home at residential centres.  

Music 

We encourage the development of listening to and appreciating a variety of music, including that of 

other traditions and cultures. In addition we emphasise the ability to perform and compose music 

and there are plenty of opportunities to take part in musical events throughout the year.  
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Recorder is taught to all Year 2 pupils and Key Stage 2 children have the opportunity to purchase a 

variety of instrumental tuition from the Bath and North East Somerset Peripatetic Music service. 

Art and Design 

Our aim is to foster the artistic gift that all children have. We provide opportunities for all pupils to 

participate in art activities and to learn about the contribution art makes to the world in which they 

live. Our curriculum offers a broad developmental experience in 2D and 3D art through both a 

cross-curricular approach and as a subject in its own right. 

Personal, Social, and Health Education (PSHE) 

Within this area of the curriculum subjects such as Keeping Healthy, My Family, Relationships and 

Keeping Safe are covered.  We aim to provide a caring environment, so that children feel secure 

and able to question and discuss sensitive issues openly.  We 

hold regular class circle times that provide a forum for 

discussion and the sharing of ideas. We encourage children to 

be fully involved in all areas of school life through opportunities 

such as the Equality Team, school council and buddy 

schemes.  Our School Council is made up of two 

representatives from each class who are elected by their fellow 

pupils.  The children are responsible for bringing class issues 

to council meetings, where they are encouraged to solve problems and come up with solutions. 

Drug education 

All pupils at St Keyna are given accurate information about a range of drugs including prescription 

drugs, alcohol and tobacco through our PSHE and science curriculum. Children are alerted to the 

dangers of the misuse of drugs in an age appropriate way, for example younger children will be 

taught never to take tablets or medicines unless their parent / carer has given permission. Older 

pupils will be alerted to the dangers of illegal substances. 

Sex and Relationship Education 

Our SRE curriculum is designed to support children to develop effective, appropriate relationships 

with others and to teach children the facts about human reproduction and the changes which 

happen as we grow and develop.  
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This involves the exploration of related social and emotional issues such as respect for themselves 

and others, taking responsibility for their own actions, making informed choices and keeping safe. 

Prior notification will be given when we are planning to teach SRE focussed activities across the 

school. Parents have a right to withdraw their children from this curriculum aspect. 


