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Monday 26th April 2021 
 
Dear Mums, Dads and Carers, 
 
I am writing to give a general update about school in general and our plans to address lost learning and 
the children’s wellbeing. 
 
Academic achievement: 
Firstly, we have parent/carer evenings taking place from Tuesday 4th May to discuss the achievement 
of every child at St Keyna. It is really important that all parents sign up for an appointment as we really 
need to work together to meet the needs of all of our children. Do contact the school office if you need 
any help to sign up. Last week we held Pupil Progress Meetings, meetings in which Mr. Eaton, Mr. 
Jones, the class teacher and I, reviewed the progress of every child at St Keyna. It was incredible to 
note that many children, especially children in KS2 have made expected progress since March 2020. 
The lockdowns appear to have had a greater impact on the progress of our youngest children, which 
has some logic, as it is indeed a larger percentage of their lives that has been disrupted. We do, 
however, have a well-developed programme of Catch-up interventions and have made adjustments to 
the curriculum as a whole. For example, we have adapted our approach to teaching writing; giving 
children more opportunities to write in short bursts as we redevelop their writing stamina.  
 
Curriculum events: 
Please note that we are aiming to re-include significant and important events to our curriculum and 
our twice cancelled anti-bullying week started today (26.4). To help the children experience something 
new there will be outdoor education experiences for Years 1 to 5 in the week commencing Monday 
May 17th – further details to follow this week. Please note that the activities will include archery and 
climbing and will take place on our site.  Year 6 will get a whole day (hopefully off-site from 9am -9pm) 
on Friday 9th July having a great time participating in a range of activities including climbing, archery, 
axe throwing, canoeing, etc. capped off with a barbecue. I am really pleased to announce that these 
activities have been subsidised by a charity called the St. John’s Foundation and also that FOSK have 
agreed to fund the coach fees for Year 6. I am hopeful that this day will be amazing and will make up 
partly for missing out on the year 6 residential trip to Kilve Court.  
 
In addition, we will have a fun poetry week in the place of a book week, which will include a dress-up 
day and hopefully opportunities to perform poems to other classes and it will start on Monday 8th 
June. I am really pleased that we can once again have an Equalities week organised by our pupil E-
Team. This week is always named our Free2BMe week but this year it will be our Free2BMe AGAIN 
week and this will start on Monday 14th June. 
 



It is likely that we will be able to invite you back on site for our sports days and we will set dates with a 
reserve date later on this week. I expect that they will start during the week commencing 28th June. On 
the sports days FOSK are hoping to provide a cream tea for parents/carers/grandparents as we 
welcome you back to a school event. Mrs. Leese is also keen to organise a French day and Mr. Hillier is 
busy organising a Maths day so I am sure that the summer will be fun, busy and full of varied learning 
opportuniites. 
 
Parent Survey and Ofsted:  

Due to the pandemic we have not held a formal survey on parent/carer views of the school. We will 
send a questionnaire later on this week and it would be great if you could fill it in as we really do need 
to hear your feedback; including positive feedback, suggestions, queries and also negative feedback. 
This will help us to improve the school and to enable you to respond anonymously we will provide an 
envelope with the survey which can be handed into the class teacher, at the school office (please use 
the red postbox opposite the office hatch window).  
 
Recently, we found out that we are due an Ofsted inspection as we are a school that has been graded 
as Good for more than 5 years. Inspections will re-start from the 4th May and of course we would work 
with the inspection team to ensure that it was a safe process. We would be informed at around noon 
on the day before and we would email you all to inform you and to ask you to complete the Ofsted 
parent/carer questionnaire.   
 
Great to be back: 
I must conclude by stating just how wonderful it is having the school almost back to the normal. The 
children’s learning, resilience and enthusiasm is inspiring to observe. I am continually impressed by 
their learning and attitudes.  On Friday, I worked with Year 6 briefly to discuss British Values and I have 
inserted their quotes into a document for the website (attached). I wanted you to read this, if 
interested, as it demonstrates where the children get to in Year 6. I was really blown away by 
their mature understanding of complex concepts. 
 
As always please contact me if you have any questions, concerns or comments. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Steve Gumm 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


